
 

 

PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 
 
                                                                                                                                       
The Stafford County Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission held its regular monthly meeting 
Thursday, February 15, 2018, at The George L. Gordon, Jr., Government Center.  The meeting was 
called to order at 7 PM by Michael Morris. 
 
SILENT ROLL CALL 
                           Absent    Absent 
Members          Present      Reported   Not Reported  Staff  Guests 
Traci Abramson P   Mike Morris Chris Fraser  
Vincent Applewhite P   Judy Sokolowski Steve Kelly  
Tracey Bell, Jr.  A   Lars Larson 
Kecia Evans P    Melissa Larson 
Todd Heap P    Ross Baker 
Price Jett P 
Jay Rucker P 
Braden Gaffney   A 
Bart Randall P 
Dewayne McOsker   A 
Pamela Yeung (alternate) P    
Voting members in bold 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
Members and staff introduced themselves to each other, as seven new members were appointed in 
January.   
  
ORGANIZATION  

 Todd Heap was nominated and unanimously elected as Chair.   
 Kecia Evans was nominated and unanimously elected as Vice-Chair. 
 Bylaws:  No changes were made.  

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 The minutes from the November 2017 meeting were approved. 
 
PRESENTATIONS BY PUBLIC 

 None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Stafford Lacrosse 

 Chris Frazer, Steve Kelly, and Ross Baker with the Stafford Lacrosse Association (SLA) made 
a presentation to the Commission based on the information provided in the packet.  SLA 
requests a cooperative agreement with the County to provide the recreational lacrosse program 
in Stafford County.  SLA has been able to attract youth recreational players for their 
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recreational teams and seeks to combine the County’s parks and recreation players with SLA’s 
players for one unified recreational league.  After discussion, Kecia Evans motioned, and Traci 
Abramson seconded, to recommend staff move forward with a draft agreement with a caveat 
for the Commission to review the draft before it goes to the Board of Supervisors for approval.  
Motion passed 4:2 with Abramson, Evans, Heap, and Rucker voting yes; and Applewhite and 
Jett voting no. 

 
Price Jett motioned, and Vince Applewhite seconded, to clarify the previous motion as to what 
year the agreement would be in effect and to amend the previous motion to ensure the cost to 
families registering for recreational lacrosse with SLA would be net neutral, as compared to 
signing up for the County’s lacrosse program.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
As clarification, the Agreement would take effect once all signatures are obtained. 
 
After further discussion, the Commission requested answers to questions before committing to 
an agreement.  Todd Heap appointed Kecia Evans and Traci Abramson to form a 
subcommittee to work with staff and SLA on the matter and bring information back to the 
Commission for consideration. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Dog Parks in Northern Stafford 

 Mike Morris referred members to the document in their packet regarding dog parks.  The cost 
of the dog parks at Duff Park was $63,086.  Staff recently learned the dog park at Embrey Mill 
is only for the HOA.  There are no immediate plans or funds for additional dog parks to be 
built in the County. 

 
After discussion, Vince Applewhite motioned, and Kecia Evans seconded, to recommend staff 
explore opportunities for sponsorships for dog parks in northern Stafford.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Name a Field at Brooks Park 

 Melissa Larson, whose father was a baseball volunteer at Brooks Park, desires a field to be 
dedicated to her father.  She distributed information for a potential plaque that could be placed 
on the field.  The estimated cost of the plaque on a metal pole would be $800.  Todd Heap 
encouraged members to contact their respective Board members to act on Ms. Larson’s 
request.  

 
COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 

 Price Jett said it had been a great meeting with lots of back and forth, and he really enjoyed it. 
 Vince Applewhite said he appreciated being part of the Commission and wants to ensure the 

community is benefitting. 
 Todd Heap welcomed everyone and said it was basically an all-new Commission. 
 Jay Rucker encouraged members to set up a separate email account just for Commission 

business to keep it separate from their personal email. 
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STAFF REPORTS 
 No questions were asked. 

 
DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

 Beginning with the March meeting, a parks and recreation division manager will attend and 
give an overview of his/her area of responsibility. 

 The March meeting will be held at Courthouse Community Center for the Red Fines 
Sportsmanship Awards. 

 The Annual St. Patty’s Day Soccer Tournament will be held in Stafford with approximately 
250 teams. 

 The Jeff Rouse Swim and Sport Center will host the largest swim meet in Virginia this 
weekend, with over 700 teams. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting adjourned at 9:12 PM. 
 
:jls 
 
Minutes approved 4/19/18. 


